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          The meeting was called to order at 6:03pm.  Present were Commissioners, Lynch, Allen 

and Lindgren, Secretary to the Commission Lori Batzek, Capt. Sullivan, a member of 

the Fire Dept., Lt. Mitsakis, a member of the Police Dept., City Clerk, John Long, 

Members of the City Staff, Applicants and members of the public. 

       The meeting adjourned at 7:49pm 

 

A recording of this meeting is available online 

 

 

Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order suspending certain provisions of the Open 

Meeting Law, G.L. C. 30A, s. 18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict 

limitations on the number of people that may gather in one place, as well as Mayor Curtatone’s 

Declaration of Emergency, dated March 15, 2020, this meeting of the Licensing Commission 

will be conducted via remote participation. We will post an audio recording, audio-video 

recording, transcript, or other comprehensive record of these proceedings as soon as possible 

after the meeting on the City of Somerville website. 

 

Copy & paste the following link into your internet browser to view this meeting live: 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/25898311015181839. 
 

If you wish to submit comments on any item on this agenda, you may send written comments by 

US mail to the Secretary of the Licensing Commission, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA, 

02143, or by email to ljbatzek@somervillema.gov. Your comments must arrive no later than 12 

Noon on the day of the meeting, in order to be sure they are conveyed to the Commission. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

1. ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES CONTROL COMMISSION ADVISORY REGARDING  

THE OPENING OF LARGE CAPACITY VENUES 

 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/25898311015181839
mailto:ljbatzek@somervillema.gov


On March 18, 2021, Governor Charlie Baker confirmed that the state will move into Phase 4, Step 1, of its 

reopening plan on March 22, 2021. Part of this phase and step includes the reopening of large capacity 

venues. An explanation of how these venues may reopen can be found HERE.  

 

For all licensees for on-premises alcohol consumption with a capacity under 5,000 patrons, there are no 

changes to their current required operating procedures, other than with regards to private events. Licensees 

may host private events (i.e. wedding, christening, bar mitzvah) of up to 100 people indoors and up to 150 

people outdoors. Licensees must follow the latest Indoor and Outdoor Event Rules.  

 

Beginning March 22, 2021, all “large capacity venues,” i.e. those licensees with a capacity of 5,000 or 

more patrons (indoor and outdoor stadiums, arenas, ballparks, or similar facilities used for spectator 

sports, entertainment, or similar performances), may commence operations and the sale of alcohol with the 

following requirements:  

 

1) the licensee must file a facility-specific COVID-19 plan with the Department of Public Health;  

2) the licensee may operate at up to 12% of permitted capacity as specified on the certificate of occupancy. 

Occupancy counts include all spectators and attendees but exclude workers and staff employed by the 

venue;  

 

3) the licensee is responsible for complying with sector-specific rules applicable to all activities conducted 

at the facility, including musical performances;1  

 

4) for food service: a. any counter service or passed or in-seat service to spectators must follow relevant 

provisions of Indoor and Outdoor Events rules, and b. seated table service must follow Restaurant rules;  

1 All sector-specific rules, including for all types of licensees for on-premises alcohol consumption, 

including restaurants, indoor/outdoor events, and large capacity venues, can be found at: 

https://www.mass.gov/doc/covid-19-sector-specific-safety-rules-for-large-capacity-venues-permitted-to-

open-to-the-public-in-phase-iv-of-the-commonwealths-re-opening-plan/download2  

 

5) for alcohol service: a. counter service or passed or in-seat service to spectators must follow relevant 

provisions of Indoor and Outdoor Events rules (drink service may be provided by servers and alcoholic 

beverages do not have to be accompanied by food orders), and b. seated table service must follow 

Restaurant rules; and  

 

6) private events must follow the latest Indoor and Outdoor Event rules.  

 

Any question regards these guidelines should be directed by phone to 2-1-1 or 1-877-211-MASS (6277), or 

online at: https://mass211.org/ 

 

As always, all licensees must ensure that they comply with the laws of the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts, and that sales of alcoholic beverages take place only as authorized by federal, state, and 

local law. Any additional questions should be directed to the ABCC Executive Director Ralph Sacramone 

at rsacramone@tre.state.ma.us or (617) 727-3040 x 731.  (Issued March 19, 2021) 

 
 The Commission made note of this communication and placed it on file 

 

1a.  City of Somerville Covid-19 Outdoor Performance Policy 

 
 On March 11, 2020, the City temporarily cancelled all City-sponsored and permitted events to mitigate 
the spread of COVID-19. On May 15, the cancellations were extended through the end of the 2020 
calendar year. Since May, new research about COVID-19 transmission has been published that expands 
our understanding of risk factors, including 1) COVID-19 transmission occurs significantly less in outdoor, 
open-air settings compared to indoor settings and 2) community mask usage is an effective strategy for 
reducing transmission.  

https://mass211.org/


The artist community, small business owners, venue operators, and other stakeholders have convened 
over multiple working sessions to develop a plan for safely resuming outdoor activities. Safe, socially 
distanced outdoor events can create multiple benefits for the city, including providing residents with 
safer alternatives for addressing pandemic fatigue and supporting Somerville artists and small 
businesses. This plan seeks to maximize these benefits while addressing risks in COVID-19 transmission 
by limiting activities with aerosol projection, and providing guidelines for crowd size, social distancing, 
and event duration.  
At this time, the City proposes the second step 
in the plan to include the reintroduction of 
limited events within our public and privately-
owned spaces. This would expand the 
framework beyond Level 1 performances with 
minimal aerosol emission to include Level 2, 
spoken word activities. Level 1 activities were 
approved by the Licensing Commission last 
month.  
 
Activity Type  

 

Level 1 Performance. Arts performances with 
no or almost no vocal projection/ aerosol 
emission  
• • e.g. dance, circus, instrumental 
musicians (excluding brass and wind)  
 

Risk Level 
• • Level 1 performances are the lowest 
risk since there will be very little vocal 
projection from the performers and audience. 
These performances should be the first allowed.  
 

Level 2 Performance. Arts performances with 
moderate vocal projection/ aerosol emission  
• • e.g. theater, comedy, spoken word  
 

 
• • Level 2 performances have low- to 
moderate risks of aerosol projection. 
Performers should use microphones to  
 

Chairman Lynch took this item out of order.  He stated at the Special Licensing Commission Meeting on April 5, 

2021, Level 1 was reviewed, pertaining to Entertainment by Performers Outdoors.  This communication from the 

Mayor for the next Level 2, Entertainment by Performers Outdoor policy.  Director Galligani stated he believes 

this is a safe thing to do.  All other Covid procedures, HASP Plans, distancing procedures… must still be kept.  

Chairman Lynch stated that applications submitted for Entertainment by Performers, Outdoor, from other than 

Restaurant Licensees, have another avenue that they will need to pursue for approval, and this is not regulated or 

approved by the Licensing Commission.  Level 2 will take effect on April 19, 2021  

 

Chairman Lynch stated no action is needed on this memo.   

 

The Commission made note of this memo and placed it on file. 

 

 

 

 

 

EXISTING  

Wine & Malt Alcohol License 

CHANGE OF HOURS 

 



2.   Sri Shaki Corp d/b/a Dosa N Curry, 447 Somerville Ave. requesting approval for a 

Change in Hours: 

 Current Hours to serve Food Indoors:  

Application States: 11:30am – 10:00pm – License States: Mon-Sat 11:30am-10:00pm 

and Sun 11:30am-10:30pm  

Proposed Hours to serve Food Indoors: Sun-Sat 6:00am-10:00pm 

Current Hours to serve Alcohol Indoors:  

Application States: 11:30am – 10:00pm – License States: Mon-Sat 11:30am-10:00pm 

and Sun 11:30am-10:30pm  

Proposed Hours to serve Alcohol Indoors – Sun-Sat 11:30am – 10:00pm 

 (ALM21-000016) 

 
Probhjor Kaur appeared for this application.  She would like to open earlier to serve breakfast (the 

buffet is closed).  Ms. Kaur states they already serve indoors from 11:30 am to 10:00pm.  Would like to 

change this to 6:00am – 10:30pm, Tues. – Sun. ( closed Mon.) 

 

The Commission approved this Change in Hours. 

 

EXISTING 

All Forms Alcohol License 

CHANGE OF HOURS 

 

3. Demeter Hospitality Group LLC d/b/a Daddy Jones, 525 Medford St. requesting approval 

for a Change in Hours: 

 
Licensed Current Hours to serve Alcohol INDOORS:  Licensed current hours to serve food INDOORS: 

Monday-Wednesday: 5PM-12AM     Monday-Wednesday: 5PM-10PM 

Thursday-Friday: 5PM-1AM     Thursday-Friday: 5PM-11PM 

Saturday: 11AM-1AM      Saturday: 11AM-11PM 

Sunday:11AM-12AM      Sunday:11AM-10PM 

 

Application Current Hours to serve Alcohol INDOORS: Application Current Hours to serve food INDOORS: 

Starts at 4pm on Weekdays, 11am on Weekends  4pm-11pm 

 

PROPOSED Hours to serve Alcohol INDOORS:  PROPOSED Hours to serve food INDOORS: 

NO DAYS LISTED - 11AM-1AM     NO DAYS LISTED – 4PM-11PM 

 

Current Hours to serve Alcohol OUTDOORS Private: Current Hours to serve food OUTDOORS Private: 

Starts at 4pm       Starts at 4pm weekdays, 11am on weekends 

 

PROPOSED Hours to serve Alcohol OUTDOORS Private: PROPOSED Hours to serve food OUTDOORS Private: 

No Days listed 11am-10pm    No Days listed - 8am-9pm 

 

Current Hours to serve Alcohol OUTDOORS Public:  Current Hours to serve food OUTDOORS Public: 

Starts at 4pm weekdays, 11am on weekends    Starts at 4pm 

 

PROPOSED Hours to serve Alcohol OUTDOORS Public: PROPOSED Hours to serve food OUTDOORS 

Public: 

No Days listed 11am No End Time    No Days listed - 8am-9pm 

 

PROPOSED  OPENING ON SUNDAY: 8AM 



 
Dimitra Murphy appeared for this application. She would like to open starting at 8:00am .  Ms. Murphy 

states she has lunch hours, but is no longer using them.  She stated they would like to serve food and 

alcohol at 11:00am, and coffee, baklava, spanakopita from 8:00am – 11:00am. Ms. Murphy confirmed 

food service beginning at 8am and alcohol service beginning a 11am, Indoors. She also confirmed food 

service beginning at 8am and alcohol service beginning a 11am, Outdoors on both the Private and 

Public seating.  Ms. Murphy stated the service stopping at 12am from Sun. – Thu. and 1am Fri. – Sat.    

 
PROPOSED Hours to serve Food INDOORS & OUTDOORS, Public & Private: 

  Sun. – Thu 8:00am – 12am, and Fri – Sat. - 8:00am – 1am 

 

PROPOSED Hours to Alcohol INDOORS & OUTDOORS, Public & Private: 

   Sun. – Thu 11:00am – 12am, and Fri – Sat. - 11:00am – 1am 

 
The Commission approved this Change in Hours 

 

NEW 

Enhancement Area Wine & Malt License,  

Common Victualler, Entertainment by Devices, and 

Sunday Hours Licenses 

 

4. Koshari Mama, LLC d/b/a Koshari Mama, 586-585 Somerville Ave. requesting approval 

for an Enhancement Area Wine & Malt Restaurant License, a Common Victualler, 

Entertainment by Devices and Sunday Hours Licenses 

 Hours to serve Food and Alcohol: Mon – closed, Tue-Fri 11:00am – 9:00pm, Sat 

11:00am – 10:00pm and Sun 11:00am – 8:00pm 

 (AL21-000005) 

 
 Attorney Nicholas Zozula appeared for this application. Sahar Ahmed  and  Dina Ahmed Fahim, a 

mother and daughter team, also spoke on this application.  This LLC is a world business enterprise, 

WBE  and MWE, a minority owned business, founded in 2017.  They started at Farmers Markets around 

Somerville, graduated to Pop ups and finally opened (in September 2019).  This license will help them 

celebrate their cultural cuisine, Egyptian, Vegan street food.  This space was previously Moroccan 

Hospitality Restaurant, who had a Beer and Wine License.  There will be 42 seats.  

 

Attorney Zozula amended the hours of operation to:  

 

Hours to serve Food and Alcohol: Mon – closed, Tue-Thu. 11:00am – 9:00pm, Fri - Sat 11:00am – 

10:00pm and Sun 11:00am – 8:00pm 

 

The beer and wine menu will be vegan.  They are hoping to open in June.  Chairman Lynch asked if this 

is the applicant’s first liquor license.  Attorney Zozula stated it is.  They have previously operated at Bow 

Market, which has its own liquor license.  Commissioner Allen asked if either applicant is Serv Safe 

Certified. Both are certified and Dina is enrolled in the Tips Cert. and the alcohol Serv Safe.  A CV was 

not required for Bow Market as a Pop up.  Inspections have not been completed yet, because the lease is 

contingent on receiving approval of the alcohol license.  Also, some equipment needs to be replaced.  A 

bar and storage area are currently being built.  Dina will be the manager of record.. 

 

E. Ariel Jaffe a resident of Leland St., spoke in support of this application. 

 

Sarah Green a resident on the same block, spoke in support of this application. 

 



Zach Baum, Bow Street Market, spoke in support of this application.  He stated they are model tenants 

and model community members. 

 

The Commission provisionally approved these Enhancement Area Wine & Malt License, Common 

Victualler, Entertainment by Devices, and Sunday Hours Licenses, pending all department signatures 

  

 

NEW 

Common Victualler, Entertainment by Devices and  

Outdoor Private Seating License 

 

5. La Joie, LLC  d/b/a Le Macaron, 411 Artisan Way, Debra Hilton-Creek. 

 Manager to be Determined 

 Hours of Operation Indoors: Mon-Sat 7:00am – 9:00pm and Sun 7:00am-5:00pm 

 Hours Outdoors on Private Property, Spring, Summer and Fall: Mon-Sat 7:00am – 

7:00pm and Sun 7:00am-4:00pm 

(AL21-000006) 

 
 Debra Hilton-Creek appeared for this application.  Both Ms. Hilton-Creek and her husband plan to open 

this French bakery at Assembly Row as their first opening, of 3 stores.  They do not plan to open the 

outdoor seating any time soon.  The bids for the buildout are currently taking place.  They may open the 

outdoors in the fall.  Their expected opening date will be mid-June to the 1st week of  July.   Chairman 

Lynch asked about a specific time frame for service of the outdoor patio in lieu of Spring, Summer, Fall 

and stated that we currently begin outdoor seating on March 1st.  Ms. Hilton-Creek stated they would not 

be operating outdoor seating in the winter months.   Chairman Lynch stated the City of Somerville 

allows for outdoor winter seating.   Chairman Lynch requested the secretary remove Spring, Summer, 

Fall from the Outdoor Seating on this application.  Commissioner Allen asked for confirmation of 

Public or Private outdoor seating.  Ms. Hilton-Creek initially thought the sidewalk in front of the 

business was public property.  Chairman Lynch questioned whether  this walkway is owned by Federal 

Realty Trust and is Private Property.  The secretary, Lori Batzek will check with the Assesor’s Office and 

Engineering to confirm this as Public or Private property of this area.  Entertainment will be streaming 

of audio and a television.  David Middleton spoke on behalf of Federal Realty Trust pertaining to the 

question of Public or Private property for the outdoor seating.  He confirmed this area Public property.    

Chairman Lynch requested the Secretary change this application from Private Property to Public 

Property for Outdoor Seating. 

 
The Commission provisionally approved these Common Victualler, Entertainment by Devices and 

Outdoor PUBLIC Seating Licenses, pending all department signatures 

 

 

NEW 

Common Victualler License 

 

6. Cambridge Public Health Commission, d/b/a Somerville Hospital Kitchen, 33 Tower St. 

 Yvonne Johnson 

Hours of Operation: Sun-Sat 6:30am – 6:00pm 

(AL21-000007) 

 
Yvonne Johnson appeared for this application.  The hospital is opening 69 Inpatient beds, which 

requires them to have a functioning kitchen.  The kitchen had been decommissioned 5 years ago.  

Renovations are being done to update this kitchen.  Because there will be Inpatients, more employees 



will be needed, and they will open a small cafeteria with self -serve options.  They so not expect to see 

patients until the beginning of June.  A pre-open inspection will be scheduled.  The license holder will be 

Cambridge Public Health Commission.  The entity is being outsourced through Sodexo (Yvonne 

Johnson works for this company).  Ms. Johnson stated that the State must do their own inspection prior 

to the kitchen opening, as well as the City required inspections. 

 

Chairman Lynch requests the application reflect the 3rd party entity of Sodexo.  He also requests the 

applicant send this information to the secretary. 

 

The Commission Provisionally approved this Common Victualler License pending all department 

signatures.   

 

 

 

NEW 

ASSEMBLY ROW All Forms Alcohol License,  

Common Victualler, Entertainment by Devices,  

Outdoor Private Seating, Outdoor Heaters and 

Sunday Hours Licenses 

 

7. Parla Mystic Corporation d/b/a Parla XXI, 631 Assembly Row requests approval of an 

Assembly Row All Forms Alcohol License, a Common Victualler License, an 

Entertainment by Devices License Outdoor Private Seating License, Outdoor Heaters and 

a Sunday Hours License 

 Hours of Operation for Food Indoors and Outdoors: No Days Listed, Appl. states: 

7:00am – 1:00am 

 Will Require Alcohol Service Hours – Hours ALLOWED: Mon. - Sat. 8:00am – 1:00am, 

Sun. – 12:00pm – 1:00am or **10:00am – 1:00am (**see MGL 138, 33B) TO BE 

APPROVED BY LIC. COMM. 

 Hours of Operation for Alcohol Outdoors: Sun-Sat 11:00am – 1:00am 

 (AL21-000008) 

 
 Attorney Anne Vigorito appeared for this application. Khaled Moheydeen is the proposed manager, 

president and treasurer of this corporation.  The hours for food service include breakfast, which was not 

submitted with the application, but will be provided to the commission as a supplemental item.  Alcohol 

will be served from 11:00am to last call at 12:30am with a brunch, lunch and dinner menu.  There will 

be 50 seats indoors and 44 seats outdoors.  The entertainment will consist of background music and a 

TV .  This is a “speakeasy” concept without the illegal aspects.  The sister/original restaurant operates in 

the North End on Hanover St.  Attorney Vigorito states the cocktail menu will be unique, and the 

bartenders will work with patrons.  Miss Khaled and the entire staff are Tips Certified.  She also states 

that Councilor McLaughlin supports this application.  The food will have an Italian flair with a variety 

of appetizers.  David Middleton confirmed the outdoor seating will be on Private Property, owned by 

Federal Reality Trust and is in favor of this application.  Attorney Vigoito stated there have been no 

violations at the other establishment.  The premises needs to be built out and approved by the ABCC, and 

they’re hoping to open within 60 days.  Attorney Vigorito spoke about the Boston establishment and the 

current outdoor seating there, and how she observed their  orderly closing  The capacity is based on post 

covid seating.  A covid appropriate seating plan will be instituted.  Chairman Lynch asked if any of the 

covid seating documentation has been submitted.  Attorney Vigorito believes this has not been done.  The 

chairman remended Attorney Vigorito this must be done prior to opening the outdoor premises.    

 

The Commission provisionally approved these ASSEMBLY ROW All Forms Alcohol License,  

Common Victualler, Entertainment by Devices, Outdoor Private Seating, Outdoor Heaters and 



Sunday Hours Licenses, pending all department signatures 
 

 

Special Alcohol License Applications 

 

8. PKL Boston, Special Alcohol Wine and Malt License for event “PKL Boston.” Location: 

Park between 325-375 Assembly Row. Dates: June 1, 2021 – October 31, 2021. Times: 

8 AM – 11 PM. Food Service included.  (NOTE: 30 dates not specified; proof of access 

to private property not provided.) 

 
Mr. Husbands, Dustin Martin, Yvonne Johnson and David Middleton of Federal Realty Trust, appeared 

for this application.  Proof of access to private property has been submitted prior to this meeting, by 

Federal Realty Trust.  This event is a private park owned by Federal Reality Trust. The city is not 

currently issuing Special Alcohol Licenses.  This application has been submitted in preparation for the 

relaxation of the some of the current covid restrictions in place.  Mr. Middleton stated  

4 pickleball courts will be used and food will be served by Smoke Shop, which abutts this area.  Dustin 

Martin spoke and stated this will be the launch of their new brand and company, an entertainment 

venue centered around pickleball .   The courts will be rented by the hour.  4 Shuffleboard courts and 

cornhole courts will also be available with a bar and seating areas.  Commissioner Allen asked what 

pickleball is.   Mr. Martin explained it is a combination of tennis and pig pong, and gave a background 

and history of this sport.  A discussion was held about the area and where the event will be placed.  

Commissioner Allen asked about the covid status of events and what is allowed.  Chairman  Lynch 

responded that the applicants understand that the one day special license would not be issued right away.  

There is some financial considerations as to how Federal Realty and Assembly Row are trying to 

implement these events.  He also recommended to David Middleton, that applications be submitted, in 

order to place these items on the agenda for discussion.  When the State and the City of Somerville relax 

some of these restrictions that are currently in place, this can be taken up again, and it can be moved 

through very quickly. This application can be heard on the Special Meeting being held on April 26th.  All 

employees will be Tips Certified by June 1st.  Commissioner Lindgren asked about how many dates will 

this event will be for.  Mr. Martin stated he was under the impression that they would apply for a single 

5-6 month license or for 30 dates and then reapply for 30 day renewals thereafter, for a total of 5 or 6 

months of events.  They would like to serve alcohol every day they are open during certain times. Coffee 

and sports drinks will be sold until 11:00am.  They will be streaming in low volume music.  The initial 

paperwork has been filed with the state, but not subsequent paperwork for the following event dates.  

Chairman Lynch asked about the Entertainment not appearing on the application.  The secretary, Lori 

Batzek indicated there may be no indication of Entertainment by Devices on a Special One Day License.  

She will work with the City Clerk John Long on this matter.  A note was made in the minutes about 

Entertainment by Devices for this application, per the request of the Chairman.  They will be purchasing 

alcohol from Night Shift Brewing.  Mr. Martin stated they will be serving coctails.  Chairman Lynch 

stated multiple entities cannon own the license and serve.  Mr. Martin stated there is a distinct, gated 

separation of the 2 premises between Night Shift Brewing and PKL.  Smoke  Shop’s outdoor seating is 

separate as well.   

 

The dates and other information, pertaining to this application, including an ABCC determination are 

pending.  Commissioner Allen would like to receive any guidance received from the ABCC, in 

compliance with Open Meeting Law requirements. 

 

The Commission continued this application until the April 26, 2021 Special Licensing Commission 

Meeting. 
 

9. Night Shift Brewing, Special Alcohol Wine and Malt License for event “Owl’s Nest at 

Assembly Row by Night Shift Brewing.” Location: Park between 325-375 Assembly 

Row. Dates: June 1, 2021 – October 31, 2021. Times: 8 AM – 11 PM. Food Service 



included.  (NOTE: 30 dates not specified; proof of access to private property not 

provided.) 

 
 Jim Raris, Matt. Eshelman, Mike O’Meara and David Middleton from Federal Realty Trust appeared 

for this application.  They are requesting a seasonal license.  Night Shift has operated 2 similar events in 

Boston at the Esplanade and Herder Park for the last 4 years. Last year they were operated following all 

state and local health and safety guidelines, and provided seated food and beverage service for their 

guests. They plan to operate the Owl’s Nest at Assembly Row from June 1st to October 31st, weather 

permitting, 7 days a week  from 2pm-9pm Mon.-Thu, 11am-9pm Fri-Sat and 12pm–6pm on Sun. There 

will be 49 tables with no more than 4 patrons per table, with 6 feet spacing or more apart, for a total 

capacity of 196.  No alcohol will be served without first ordering food from Smoke Shop.  All supervisors 

will be Tips Certified   Bartenders and door staff will verify ID’s, serve guests and enforce all state and 

local covid policies for restaurant dining.  They understand that 1 day special alcohol licenses cannot be 

issued to a single entity for more than 30 days.  In Boston they have separate entities licensed 

consecutively for no more than 30 days per entity in order to operate for the entire summer season.  This 

will be their 4th summer at the Esplanade and Herder Park.  Chairman Lynch asked if the Boston 

Licensing Board raised any objections to using separate LLC’s for their One Day Special Alcohol 

Licenses. Mr. Eshelman stated, not to their knowledge.  Chairman Lynch requested the secretary, Lori 

Batzek to contact Boson Licensing Board to determine how they issue these 30 day licenses, and share 

this information with all the commissioners.  Mr. Eshelman explained and Mr. Husbands confirmed, 

how the food service will work.  The servers will approach the table, complying with covid distancing 

rules and masked, and will request  the confirmation email or code sent via the 3rd party vendor, through 

an internet browser, from a special menu.    
 
 Commissioner Lindgren stated the alcohol service must be within the established perimeters of the 

Licensing Commission.  She also wanted to know about rest rooms due to the large volume of people 

being served, and if they will be ADA compliant.  They will be providing executive toilets with running 

water, sinks and toilets, that will be brought in, and both the toilets and the premises will be ADA 

compliant.  

 

 Chairman Lynch wants to ensure proper liability for the alcohol service, due to the 3 separate entities 

serving alcohol in the area. 

 

 American Fresh Brewhouse was mentioned and how they received more than 30 days one day special 

alcohol licenses in previous years.  Chairman Lynch already has the secretary looking into these 

licenses. 

 

 Mr. Raris clarified there will be 65 tables with no more than 4 patrons per table.  He also wanted to 

know if the covid restrictions would be the only thing holding up approval of this license.  He stated in 

Boston, they treat these licenses as a restaurant. He explained this is a costly endeavor and wants to 

ensure they have everything in place.  He also remarked on the Governors Orders repealing #57 and  

instituting #63 and the capacity limits of up to 150 people, which would get them to a point that they 

could rationalize the capital investment for these licenses.  He also asked if Somerville removed the covid 

capacity limits would that solve the problem to issue these licenses.  Chairman Lynch stated he needed 

additional time and information from the ABCC and investigation by the Somerville Licensing Clerk as 

to how the City of Boston proceeds on theses licenses.  He also stated the secretary has apprised him that 

these licenses are under scrutiny in Boston as well and he would like to make sure that once conditional 

approval is granted, nothing will interrupt their business plan going forward.    

 

 Chairman Lynch asked if Smoke Shop needed additional paperwork submitted. Commissioner Allen 

stated they would be expanding their premises to the street and paperwork to do this is required (an 

application, floor plan and new HASP plan, would be required). 

 

 Chairman Lynch suggested getting an application for the Special Meeting being held on April 26th.   

 



 Someone commented that Planning and Zoning have signed off on these licenses on April 8th. 

 

The Commission continued this application until the April 26, 2021 Special Licensing Commission 

Meeting. 
 


